FRANCES McDONALD, Daughter
Birth:
29 May 1844
Place: Wickford, Norfolk Plains
Baptism:
22 Dec 1844
Place: Longford, C.E.
Death:
29 Feb 1916
Place: Burnie Age: 71
Burial:
2 Mar 1916
Place: Wivenhoe Cemetery [Headstone]
Residence:
Westbury; River Leven Stowport (1912) Upper Stowport (1916)
Father:
GEORGE McDONALD (~1801-1878)
Mother:
DELIA FURNER [ALIAS GILLAM] (~1815-1900)
Informant of birth was father, George McDonald, farmer, Wickford. Mother was Delia McDonald,
formerly Gillam. [RGD 287 Launceston] Date of birth on baptism was given as 16 May 1844. [RGD 757]
Witnesses to marriage were John Ivers and Mary Ann Sturzaker [sister of John] [RGD 681]
See North West Post 1 March and Weekly Courier 2 March 1916 p26 c5. Informant of death was J.W.
Smithies, Coroner, Burnie. For burial see C.E. Emu Bay 624.
Spouse:
JOHN STURZAKER
Birth:
16 Jun 1842
Place: Launceston
Baptism:
17 Jul 1842
Place: Wesleyan Church, Launceston
Death:
4 Jan 1928
Place: Mooreville Road, Emu Bay Age: 85
Burial:
6 Jan 1928
Place: Wivenhoe Cemetery [Headstone]
Occupation:
Labourer; Farmer (1912) Contractor
Father:
JOHN STURZAKER (ca1810-1874)
Mother:
JANE LEITH (1819-1888)
Marriage:
7 Nov 1861
Place: Quamby Bend, Westbury
Informant of birth, as John Sturzaker, was John Sturzaker, father, Launceston. [RGD 1043B] Baptism
record gives mother's maiden name as Blacksland [sic]. [NS 499/975A (181) ]
"Torquay Police Court Wednesday March 15. Before H.T.A. Murray and H.J. Wilson, Esqs, Justices.
English v. Sturzaker. - For the plaintiff, Mr. Rocher; for the defendant, Messrs Rivington and Steer. This
was an information laid by English against Struzaker, [sic] for trespass on the land of the Penguin Silver
Mining Company. From the evidence it appeared that defendant by permission of Captain Stephens, late
manager, visited the mines, and while there was requested by English to leave. Defendant refused, and
hence the information. The evidence as to who was the manager of the Company was conflicting in the
extreme. The weight, however, was considered by the Bench to be in favour of English's statement,
consequently Stephens was unauthorised to introduce anyone on to the works. The Bench commented
severely upon Sturzaker's conduct, but as the costs would be heavy they fined him only 5s and costs.
25 Aug 1882 12 a.m. John Sturzaker, Carpenter, Leven, Drunk and Disorderly within the precincts of the
Court House, Latrobe 25 Aug 1882. £1/13/6. Possessions: Knife and pipe. Reprimanded and discharged.
Well Educated. [POL 429/1 No. 44]
Children:

CHARLES JOHN (1862-1939)
MARIA LOUISA (1864-1890)
HARRIET ELIZA (1866-1954)
EMMA DELIA (1867-1945)
HENRY THOMAS [Dick] (1869-1956)
WALTER (1871-1951)
FANNY SOPHIA (1874-1953)
EMILY JANE (1877-1951)
HERBERT McDONALD (1879-1930)
PERCY CLAUD (1881-1970)
FLORENCE MAY (1884-1976)

M

y great great grand-mother, Frances McDonald, was born at Wickford (the estate of
Henry Clayton) near Longford, the seventh of the thirteen children of George and Delia
McDonald. The official record of her birth gives the date as 29 May 1844. The entry
in the family Bible states she was born 16 May 1844.1
Around about the year 1849 the family moved to
the Westbury district where her mother had a
small farm.
What would life have been like in this household
where her mother had eight children to clothe and
feed and no husband? (George was at Port Arthur
from 1847–1849.) Were they objects of poverty
or did their grandmother Gillam help? Were they
wild and uneducated?
Why did her parents choose to pack up their
possessions and leave civilised Westbury for
sparsely inhabited Leven eight or nine years on?
Were they encouraged by their eldest son who
was far sighted enough to see the opportunities
waiting to be grasped?
Whatever the circumstances were surrounding
this momentous decision, the die was cast. But
what of the youthful Frances—only twelve or
thirteen years old when her family made the
journey into the depths of the County of Devon2
around 1857?
Did she go to the Leven with her parents or did
she stay on at Westbury living with her married
sister Betsy Leith? Maybe she was old enough to
go into service as a domestic servant. Did she meet her future husband while staying in Westbury
or did the dashing young Mr Sturzaker make some exploratory visits to the Leven in search of land
and find a wife as well? She was at the Leven in July 1861 for the marriage of her sister Maria
Louisa, and then three months later, on 7 November 1861, at the Quamby Bend home of her
brother-in-law John Leith, she married John Sturzaker. John had a number of connections to the
Gillam and McDonald families before his marriage to Frances. His grandfather was William Elliott
Leith an early settler at Westbury. John's mother, who was Jane Leith, was a sister of Thomas
Leith who married Catherine Gillam and of John Leith, who married Frances' sister Elizabeth
McDonald.
John was born in Launceston in 1842. His father, John Sturzaker, senior, was a blacksmith.
With the loss of population to the gold fields of Victoria in the early 1850s the colony sought
immigrants by liberalising the land laws in certain districts. Then in 1858 and 1862 during a period
of economic depression easier terms accelerated the rate of land alienation once more. The most
distinctive feature was the spread of the smallholding settlement into the wet sclerophyll forests of
the North-West and the North-East.
1

Family Bible: Details supplied by late Jean Hutchinson, daughter of Thomas William
McDonald, New Zealand.
2
Not to be confused with the English county of the same name.

The Leven district was of course still heavily wooded with musk, myrtle, blackwood, sassafras,
and eucalypts: the high cost of clearing the land, coupled with the depression conditions which
plagued the colony from time to time, and the lack of roads, brought great hardships to the early
settlers. Even as late as 1877 Bailliere's Tasmanian Guide mentions that 'farming around the Leven
River was on the subsistence level and farmers were splitting palings to earn hard cash'.
A son, Charles John, was born to Frances and John at Westbury on 9 August 1862, the first of
eleven children. The birth was registered by Catherine Leith (nee Gillam) the local midwife, who
was, as we know, Frances's aunt, and also John's aunt by marriage, as the wife of his uncle Thomas
Leith.
It was about this time that John Sturzaker joined the ranks of men clamouring for land in West
Devon and Frances was reunited with her parents and brothers and sisters. Until about 1868 he
toiled as a tenant farmer, carving out a farm from fifteen acres of land let to him by Mr Alexander
Clerke of Longford who held numerous parcels of land throughout the district.
In 1869 a depressed farm economy may have forced him to seek employment in the town. Here
he worked in one of the pubs as a barman: at either the Bridge Hotel on the western side of the
Leven River or (more probably) for his brother-in-law George McDonald (the younger) at the
Leven Inn on the eastern side of the river. When he enrolled Charles and Maria at the school on
the first day (26 July) in 1870 he gave his occupation as 'clerk'.
The Hobart Town Gazette lists him as the licensee of the Penguin Hotel in 1870 and 1871.
In August 1870 is he listed as owning 22 shares in the newly formed Penguin Silver Mines
Company which had been formed following the discovery of a vein of ore on the foreshore at
Penguin. James Fenton, in his book A history of Tasmania, from its discovery in 1642 to the present
time3 records:
Mr. James Smith discovered rich silver ore on the beach eastward of the Penguin river.
The assay of Mr. J. Cosmo Newbery proved the ore to contain gold, silver, copper, lead,
nickel, cobalt, manganese, and iron. A company was formed in 1870 to work the mine.
They erected a six-head battery, engine, boiler, pump, and one of Carpenter's patent ore
dressers. The ceremony of starting the machinery took place on 7th June, 1871, in the
presence of a large number of shareholders and inhabitants of the district. Beyond the
opening demonstration there was little done: the ore was thinly distributed through a large
quantity of worthless stone, and could not be treated with profit at the works. The result of
a shipment to England was equally unsatisfactory. The mine was closed, and the machinery
sold.
The family moved to Penguin Creek, as Penguin was then called, in September 1870 but he
returned to Ulverstone in December the next year.4 A very pleasant function heralded the opening
of the hotel:
Mr Sturzaker, the landlord of the Penguin Hotel, gave an entertainment to his friends and
supporters to commemorate the opening of his establishment on Friday evening, 18th
November. A large number of persons assembled, and a sumptuous supper was provided.
E.B.E. Walker, Esq. of River Leven, occupied the chair, and E. Cummings, Esq. of River
Don, the vice-chair. There was only 1 toast given - ‘The Host and Hostess, and success to
their new undertaking’, which was proposed by the Chairman and drank in bumpers with
3 http://www.archive.org/stream/ahistorytasmani00fentgoog/ahistorytasmani00fentgoog_djvu.txt
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Ulverstone State School Admission Register: Entries No 29 and 30.

full honors. Mr Sturzaker made a short and appropriate speech, thanking the company for
the compliment. The house was built by Mr William Crosby, and is situated about 6 miles
from the Leven and stands in a very healthy position. The house contains 19 rooms.5
In the following years, and up to 1874, he was still in the trade although there are no further
references to his holding a licence.
Their eldest children, Charles and Maria, were re-enrolled at the Ulverstone School and stayed
there until 1876 when they left for Castra.6 (They had been amongst the first children to be enrolled
at the then newly established Ulverstone School in 1870.)
Splitting palings brought in hard cash during the latter years of the 1870s and he also tried his hand
at carpentry. In the last decade of the nineteenth century he undertook road construction contracts
with the Government and may have combined this work with farming the land at Central Castra
with the aid of his sons.
In June 1875 the papers reported a case at the Police Court which, if true, records a time of illfeeling within their marriage in which a few harsh words may have been spoken. However, as you
will see, they went on to celebrate their golden wedding.
At the Police Office on Wednesday last, Thomas Bennett and Rose Bennett, his wife, were
charged before the Police Magistrate and E. Cummings, Esq., J.P. with stealing a quantity
of clothing, the property of John Sturzaker, of the Leven. John Sturzaker gave evidence to
the effect that in April last he sold to the prisoner Rose Bennett some furniture, as he was
about leaving the colony. He did not, however, go away, and a few weeks afterwards he
missed a quantity of clothing. A search warrant was obtained, and the things were found
in T. Bennett's house, but not in any way concealed, nor did the prisoner Rose Bennett,
against whom the evidence was strongest, ever deny having the articles. The witness was
cross-examined by Mr Hall, who appeared for the defence, and denied that he sold
everything in the house to Rose Bennett for £9. He was certain he stated his wife's and
children's clothing should not be sold. He never said his wife should go away as she came
to him. He was not prevented by G. Bennett nor T. Brain from destroying his wife's clothes
and a sewing machine. F. Sturzaker, wife of last witness, identified the property produced,
and Acting-Sergeant of Police W. Hall proved arrest of prisoners, and finding the property
at their house. For the defence Mr Hall called Eliza Brain, who was present when the sale
from Sturzaker to Mrs Bennett was concluded. She understood that Mrs Bennett bought
everything in the house for £10; she was present all the time, and was sure Sturzaker did
not say he would not sell his wife's or children's clothing; if he had said so she must have
heard him. G. Bennett proved that Sturzaker had offered to sell him his furniture and
everything in the house. He was at Sturzaker's house, and saw him try to break a sewing
machine, and also tear his wife's clothing. Brain and witness stopped his continuing to do
so. He had heard Sturzaker say his wife came to him poorly, and she should go as she
came. Thomas Brain was called, and Mr Hall was proceeding to examine him, when the
Bench said a doubt had arisen as to whether the things had been sold, and they decided to
discharge the prisoners. The property was ordered to be given to Mr Bennett, leaving the
prosecutor to his remedy by civil action to recover it. May 28.7
Throughout the 1890s John was involved in road-building throughout the back districts.
5
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The discovery of gold at the Black Bluff in 1895 was cause for great excitement. As a member of
the Forth Road Trust, John reported that the track to the field was almost impassable for some
miles, 'six miles wanted making, and the whole work could be done for twenty or twenty five
pounds.' 8
The Black Bluff gold discovery caused a flurry of interest amongst the Ulverstone and Castra
residents and many travelled through Nietta to look upon the operations. It was reported in the
North West Post of 5 March 1895 that:
Mr Sturzaker of Castra intends to commence packing produce through at once, and he also
intends building a house of accommodation, with stabling, at the foot of the Bluff.
There is no further mention of this scheme but the Post for Saturday 27 July 1895 records further
involvement in this mining enterprise:
On Wednesday Mr J. Sturzaker of Sprent, arrived at Ulverstone with 6 cwt of stone from
the Leven Prospecting Association's claim at Black Bluff. The stone was packed from the
mine to Smith's Plains, and thence was brought on to Ulverstone in a horse dray. It is, we
understand, to be sent on for bulk assay. Mr Sturzaker states that in crossing the Bluff he
had to pass through snow two feet to three feet deep.
The family lived about a mile and a half beyond Sprent.9 In July 1898 he and his sons abandoned
the Leven for Stowport:
In the vicinity of the Upper Stowport and Glance Creek Roads a lane runs into M'Laren's,
and crossing over the hill we come onto quite a host of the Sturzaker family. Mr John
Sturzaker Sen. came from Central Castra to settle at Stowport, and he and his sons and
son-in-law have taken up small selections, and all reside close together.10
Bushfires were an ever present problem for the settlers, destroying crops and property but also
assisting with the clearing of the bush for farms:
The fire which started in the bush at the back of Mr. J. Sturzaker, on the Stowport road,
about two miles past its junction with the east of Chasm creek road, was a grave source of
alarm to the settlers in that locality during Thursday afternoon and night. Mr. Sturzaker,
who noticed the fire soon after it started, states that it could not have been more than five
minutes travelling to his residence, a distance of about half a mile.
The house and barn were surrounded on all sides by the flames, and but for the willing
help of several neighbours the whole of the homestead must surely have been destroyed.
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The men working at the stone crusher about half
a mile distant were, unable to render
assistance, as they could not force their way
through the dense smoke which blocked the
road. The residences of Mrs. Littler and
Messrs. R. P. Sommerville and H. and W.
Sturzaker were in turn surrounded by the fire,
all being narrowly saved from destruction.
Although Mr. J. Sturzaker lost about five acres
of potatoes, he considers he will benefit by the
clearing of his bush land fully to the extent of
£50. Other residents will also greatly benefit in
the same way. No other crops were destroyed
in this part of the district, but all danger has
not yet passed.11
In 1911 John gave about a third of an acre of land
to the Anglican Church on the main road at Upper
Stowport on which a small mission church was
built.12
It was at Stowport in November 1911 that Frances
and John celebrated fifty years of marriage
surrounded by their children and their
grandchildren to whom they were always 'mother'
and 'father' never grandmother and grandfather:13
A Golden wedding, a rara avis in Stowport,
was celebrated on Tuesday last, when Mr. and
Mrs. John Sturzaker attained their fiftieth year
of connubial bliss. The Public Hall was
John Sturzaker ca 1920s
engaged for the occasion, when friends and
neighbours from far and near assembled to
congratulate the veteran couple who are known and respected all along the coast. Among
those present were the Rev. J. Tryon Wilson). In the aggregate about 150 persons attended,
including many children and grandchildren of the worthy pair. A most enjoyable night was
spent, musical items, recitations, and dancing comprising the programme. Supper was
served shortly after midnight, after which a presentation of a gold watch, chain and
pendant to the bridegroom, and a gold brooch and pendant to the bride, was made by the
rector on behalf of friends in Stowport. Congratulatory speeches were made by Messrs.
Morris, Westbrook, M’Hugh and Carruthers, to which Mr. Sturzaker responded in a happy
and humorous vein. He contrasted his wedding day with the present occasion when no less
than four wedding cakes were provided. The festivities were brought to a close about 3.30
a.m.
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John died at Burnie on 4 January 1928 at the age of 85 years. Eleven years earlier Frances was
accidentally killed, on 29 February 1916, when she was thrown from the pagnal in which she had
come into town with her husband, the horse having bolted. She suffered serious head injury and
died on the way to hospital. A detailed report of the tragedy appeared in the Advocate:14
At about 11 o’clock yesterday morning Mr. and Mrs. John Sturzaker, of Stowport, drove
along South Terrace at Burnie, a happy old couple who had evidently enjoyed to the full
their 52 years of married life. Five minutes later their horse careered back along the same
road, dragging an open umbrella instead of a
vehicle. That an accident of some kind had
happened was palpable. It was learnt that Mr.
and Mrs. Sturzaker had driven direct to Mr.
Ready’s saddlery shop in Catley street. Mr.
Sturzaker alighted from the two-wheeled
vehicle to take some harness into the shop,
and he handed the reins to his wife. As soon
as Mr. Sturzaker removed the harness the
horse wheeled round, and made off at a gallop
down Catley street, and attempted to turn into
Wilson street. As it did so the wheel of the
vehicle bumped heavily against the telegraph
pole in front of Mr. A.M. Bewsher’s old
establishment. The harness gave way, and
with a bound the horse pulled forward, and as
Mrs. Sturzaker had hold of the reins she was
pulled out on to the roadway with great force.
The reins in leaving the vehicle caught Mrs.
Sturzaker’s crooked umbrella, and it was this
that opened and caused the affrightened
animal to gallop down Wilson and Ladbroke
streets to Marine Terrace. As it reached the
railway crossing Mr. Nothrop, jun., turned it
back. It then made into the road near the V.D.L.
Co’s office, and was captured. Crs. F.J. Tallack and O.G. Norton, who saw the incident,
hastened to Mrs. Sturzaker’s assistance, while Mr. Sturzaker was almost as soon on the
spot. Blood was flowing freely, and it was seen at a glance that the old lady was badly hurt.
Dr. Watson was sent for and arrived promptly, and under his direction Mrs. Sturzaker was
placed in Mr. J. Stevens’ float and taken to Nurse Cameron’s private hospital, South
Burnie. On arrival at the hospital the doctor pronounced life extinct. The news of the sad
death of Mrs. Sturzaker came as a great shock to her numerous friends. She was of a gentle,
retiring disposition which endeared her to all who knew her. She was the daughter of the
late Mr. Geo. M’Donald, Longford, and leaves a family of five sons and four daughters…
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An inquest was held that evening. Dr. G.G. Watson gave evidence that Frances was
unconscious, and suffering from a fracture of the skull, and that she died on the way to
Nurse Cameron's hospital.15
A very large number of people assembled yesterday at the Wivenhoe cemetery to pay the
last sad tribute to the late Mrs. Sturzaker, who was accidentally killed on Tuesday morning.
Practically the whole of Stowport, Natone and Glance Creek was represented, and
handsome wreaths were forwarded by various public bodies in the district.16
Both John and Frances are buried in the old Wivenhoe Cemetery at Burnie.
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Ibid.
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CHARLES JOHN STURZAKER, Grandson
Birth:
Death:
Burial:
Occupation:
Residence:
Father:
Mother:

9 Aug 1862
Place: Westbury
18 Feb 1939
Place: Residence of Laurence Sturzaker, Natone Age: 76
20 Feb 1939
Place: Ulverstone [C.E.] [Headstone]
Carpenter (1885) Labourer (1900 1912 1914) Farmer
Castra Road; Upper Castra; Stowport (1912)
JOHN STURZAKER (1842-1928)
FRANCES McDONALD (1844-1916)

Informant of birth was Catherine Leith, friend, Westbury. Father was John Sturzaker, farmer, and mother was Frances,
nee McDonald. [RGD 1776] Birthplace given as Exton at time of death [RGD 56]
Was a carpenter, of full age, at the time of his marriage. [RGD 1015]
1899 Freehold land, Sprent. [ER]
"On Tuesday Mr C. Sturzaker of Upper Castra (writes our correspondent), had the misfortune to have his dray smashed
to pieces through a tree falling across it in the severe storm. Even the ironwork was smashed. Mr Sturzaker also had
his dairy blown over on the same day." [North West Post Tuesday 6 August 1901]
"Upper Castra. New Resident. - Mr C. Sturzaker and family have again taken up residence in the district. Mr Sturzaker
was a former resident leaving here some 8 or 9 years ago to reside at Stowport. Has taken up residence in his old
home." [Advocate 15 January 1924 p5 c3]
"Lived Upper Stowport. Would walk to Burnie rather than take the mail car." [May Leary]
Cause of death was arteriosclerosis and chronic coronary thrombosis and heart failure. Dr Martin. Informant of death
was E.R. Vincent, Burnie. Place of death given as Stowport. [RGD 56]
For death and funeral notice see Advocate Monday 20 February 1939.
Spouse:
Birth:
Death:
Burial:
Occupation:
Father:
Mother:
Marriage:

MARY ANN WHITEROAD
25 Dec 1869
Place: River Leven
11 Apr 1934
Place: Residence, Upper Castra Age: 64
13 Apr 1934
Place: Ulverstone [C.E.] [Headstone]
Spinster (1885)
BENJAMIN WHITEROD [WHITEROAD] (1826-1870)
ELIZABETH [Betsy] WARD (~1828-1883)
22 Jul 1885
Place: Holy Trinity Church, Ulverstone, C.E., by Lic.

Known as Polly. [Marie (Anderson) Brown 22 February 1972] Informant of birth was father, B. Whiterod, farmer,
River Leven. [RGD 1321] Was a spinster, aged 17 years at the time of her marriage. No occupation listed. Witnesses
to marriage were Chas Sturzaker and Jeremiah (x) M'Carty. [RGD 1015] [C.E.] For death see Ulverstone Council
Deaths Index entry No. 354. Cause of death was chronic bronchitis. Informant of death was R.W. Broadfield,
Undertaker, Ulverstone. [RGD 500]
See Advocate 14 April 1934.
Children:
ELVIN CHARLES (1887-1941)
ALAN IRWIN (1888-1979)
DORA MARIA (1893-1984)
WALTER [Snow & Ginger] (1895-1929)
LAURENCE [Pat] (1896-1988)
MAURICE (1898-1972)
CLARENCE JOHN (1900-1976)
LILIAN VERENA [Tot] (1902-1995)
REGINALD (1904-1990)
FRANCES MAY [May] (1908-1990)
HENRY ROY [Roy] (1911-1977)

C

harles John Sturzaker, the eldest son of John and Frances Sturzaker was born at Westbury
on 9 August 1862.
Charles had almost reached his 23rd birthday when he wed Mary Ann Whiterod. Mr
Champion married the couple in the Church of the Holy Trinity, Leven, on 22 July 1885. Mary
Ann, who was born at Ulverstone in 1869, was sixteen. The wedding was witnessed by Charles'
sister Maria Howman, and by his cousin George McDonald.
Mary Ann's parents, Benjamin Whiterod and Elizabeth (nee Ward were brought out to Tasmania
by the Launceston Emigration Aid Society, sailing from England aboard the clipper ship
Whirlwind on 20 November 1854, only to return to Plymouth when a child was discovered to have
scarlet fever. Eventually the ship sailed for Van Diemen's Land on 10 January 1855. They
disembarked at Launceston on 2 April 1855.17
The Whiterod's were Wesleyans as were many of the 391 bounty passengers on board the
Whirlwind. They were both natives of Norfolk where Benjamin was a farm labourer. Two young
sons, George and John, died of pneumonia, on the voyage out to the colony. A daughter, Elizabeth,
a child of five years, survived the voyage.18
Benjamin Whiterod first obtained employment as a ploughman to Thomas Drew of the Don.19 In
1858 he had 22 acres of land west of the River Don. In 1865 he farmed on forty acres of land at
the Leven owned by William Mason of Longford. Months of hard physical labour were laid to
waste in January 1866:
Never before was a conflagration so extensive in this district for all the inhabitants have
suffered in a greater or less degree. The fire however appears to have been most severe on
the property of W. Mason, Esq., which is occupied by a numerous tenantry, and there the
greatest amount of damage is done. Whiterod and Flannery's farms were cleared of their
fences entirely, and a great part of the crops thereon were scorched beyond recovery.20
Benjamin, an asthmatic, died in February 1870 and Elizabeth was forced to take in washing to
support her family.21 She died of phthisis (a tubercular disease). They are buried in the
Congregational Burial Ground at Forth.
Their daughter Mary Ann attended the Ulverstone School from 23 July 1878 until 22 December
1882 when she left to go into domestic service.22
At the time of his marriage Charles gave his occupation as carpenter but sometime after that he
returned to the land and farmed at Upper Castra where he erected a 'comfortable-looking cottage'
close to the main road.23
For eight or nine years the family lived at Stowport but returned to their old home at Upper Castra
at the beginning of 1924.24
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They had a family of eleven children. Sons
Allan and Clarence spent some time
together in New Zealand but returned to
Tasmania to live. Their eldest son Elvin
also went to New Zealand before the family
was complete (his sister May was never to
meet him) but did not return. He was killed
in a motor accident in 1941.
Mary Ann died at Upper Castra on 11 April
1934 aged 64, and Charles died on 18
February 1939 at Natone at the age of 76
years.

Pictured: Elvin Sturzaker (holding axe).
Photo taken in New Zealand.
Photo courtesy late May Leary.

MARIA LOUISA STURZAKER, Granddaughter
Birth:
Baptism:
Death:
Burial:
Occupation:
Residence:
Father:
Mother:

1 Jul 1864
Place: River Leven
6 Sep 1864
Place: Port Sorell Parish, C.E.
12 Jun 1890
Place: Hospital, Melbourne, Victoria Age: 25
16 Jun 1890
Place: New Cemetery, Melbourne, Victoria [No headstone]
Home duties-Carpenter's daughter (1883)
Ulverstone; Melbourne
JOHN STURZAKER (1842-1928)
FRANCES McDONALD (1844-1916)

Informant of birth was father, John Sturzaker, farmer, River Leven. [RGD 1556]
Witnesses to marriage were Elizabeth Burt and John Eaton. [RGD 1067]
Cause of death was hydatid of liver and exhaustion. Informant of death was A. Allen, Hall Porter, Hospital,
Melbourne. Names of father and mother unknown. Not known if married [sic]. Lived 3 years in Victoria.
[VIC RGD 8448] See also Examiner 18 June 1890.
Spouse:
Birth:
Death:
Burial:
Occupation:
Father:
Mother:
Marriage:

HARRY HOWMAN
28 Feb 1854
Place: St Peter Mancroft, Norwich, Norfolk, England
29 Mar 1921
Place: Residence of Charles Anderson (son-.in-law),
Gilbert St, Latrobe Age: 67
30 Mar 1921
Place: Latrobe Cemetery [No headstone]
Carrier (1887) Groom (1887 1912) Stable-keeper; Barman
UNKNOWN
ELIZABETH JULIA HOWMAN (ca1837-1870)
10 May 1883
Place: Wesleyan Church, River Leven, by Lic.

Father not named on birth certificate.
Living Palmers Yard, St John Timberhill Parish 1861 Census. Shown as son of Samuel Howman [sic].
Mother not at same address. Arrived Tasmania circa 1881.
Working at Boscobell, West Leven when son Elvin was baptised 30 December 1886.
"Henry [sic] Howman, ship Flinders, Free to the Colony. Mersey and Latrobe. 5 January 1895 Attempted
suicide. His own recognizance in ₤5." [POL 148/1 p34. Register of Persons who have been convicted
by Magistrates showing various offences recorded against them ca October 1892-1905]
Died at the residence of his son-in-law, Charles Anderson, Latrobe, of heart disease, aged 67 years. Death
certificate states born Norwich. Living in commonwealth for 40 years. Death Notice Advocate 30 March
1921.
Checked Valuation Rolls HTG 31 May 1881 p1975 and found George Barber, public house, Gilbert Street,
Latrobe.
Checked Electoral Rolls 1879 1881 1883 and found:
George Barber, Latrobe, houses.
Children:

FLORA LOUISA (1884-1967)
ELVIN JOHN (Died as an infant) (1886-1887)
MELVILLE HARDIE (1887-1966)

M

y great grandmother, Maria Louisa Sturzaker, was born l July 1864 at River Leven,
and was the second child of the marriage of Frances and John. Maria's life was
tragically short: she was only 25 when she died.
She started school at the age of five, when she and her brother Charles were enrolled
at the newly opened Ulverstone School on 26 July 1870.
In September they left for Penguin Creek. They both
returned in December 1871; Maria was in the third
class when she left for Castra in January 1876.25
She left the family confines towards the end of her
eighteenth year when on 10 May 1883 she was
married in the first Wesleyan Church to be built at the
Leven (at the same time as her younger sister Harriet),
to Harry Howman, a stable-keeper ten years her elder.
The witnesses to this marriage were Elizabeth Burt
and John Eaton.
Harry Howman a native of Norfolk, England, was
born in the parish of St Peter Mancroft in the city of
Norwich, where the Church of St Peter Mancroft is
one of the most beautiful of the many parish churches
in that city. The church towers over the Market Place,
and is a massive structure of remarkable lightness and
delicacy within—an effect achieved by slender
pillars, a high timbered roof, large aisle windows and
plain glass clerestory windows.
Harry, who was born in 1854, was illegitimate and
was brought up by his mother Elizabeth Julia
Howman. Elizabeth married John Moggridge, a
grocer, at Shoreditch, Middlesex in 1860 and it is
alleged that as Harry couldn't get along with his
stepfather he emigrated to Australia, arriving in Tasmania from Melbourne aboard the steamer
Flinders in about 1881. It is believed that he took up a position as a groom to Mr Barber 'a
prosperous resident and hotel owner in Latrobe'.26
Most of his working life was involved with horses. In November 1883 he was groom in charge of
a carriage and roadster stallion, Lord Cleveland, travelling through Longford, Cressy,
Bishhpsbourne, Westbury, on behalf of the owner, Mr George B. Moon of Don.27
Maria's first child, Flora Louisa, was born at Longford. This was in April 1884. Two years later
Harry had returned to the Leven and was working in one of the Ulverstone hotels as a barman.
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The Mercury newspaper of Thursday 12 April 1883 (above) featured this news
item in the Shipping column. This is not conclusive but may be the arrival into
Tasmania of Harry, a few years beyond that calculated previously. By November
of the same year he was working as a groom at Longford.

Their second child Elvin John was born at Ulverstone 9 March 1886, and he died of dysentery nine
months later on 4 January 1887. The last of their children, Melville Hardie, was born at Ulverstone
on 4 November 1887.
Harry worked as a groom for Dr Walter Spencer of Ulverstone for a short period in 1886–1887.
The doctor found him 'honest, useful, and efficient'.28 In November of 1887 he was working as a
carrier.
He had a very smart conveyance built for himself in August 1887:
Messrs C. & P. Naylor have just completed, to the order of Mr Harry Howman, a carriage
for the conveyance of commercial travellers and their samples. The carriage can be
converted into an open drag or break in a few minutes, so as to accommodate picnic and
other parties. In it 15 persons can be comfortably seated. The vehicle is fitted with extra
bars for 3 or 4 horses if required, and is painted a maroon brown, the body being picked
out with broad stripes of vermilion, centre lined and edged with vermilion fine lined. The
undercarriage and wheels are picked out with vermilion and fine lined with yellow. The
vehicle is fitted with a powerful brake, cushions, lamps, and all the latest improvements in
the carriage part. The turnout would be a credit to any of the largest carriage works in the
colony, and we must congratulate the Coast on having such a complete establishment as
that of Messrs Naylor Bros., at Ulverstone.29

Letter written by Harry in 1889 to James “Philosopher” Smith.
Courtesy: Archives Office of Tasmania

28
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Dr Spencer: Letter of reference 20 July 1891.
North West Post: 2 August 1887 pg 2 c4.

Maria and Harry moved to Melbourne late in 1887, or in 1888. Part of a letter written by Maria to
one of her aunts survives. Money was tight: they paid 15 shillings a week rent for rooms, which
left little for anything else, often going days without meat. Living in 'a strange country', with her
husband away all day depressed her: 'Sometimes I do nothing but cry and then Loo will start'.
Harry 'would be wild' if the family found out how hard up they were, she confided.30
It must have been a very difficult time for them as by now Maria would have been suffering from
the effects of the hydatids which was to cause her death, and the country was entering into another
economic depression. Somehow they were able to return to Tasmania with the children who were
left in the care of their grandparents and Maria returned to Melbourne for an unsuccessful
operation. In April 1890 Maria's doctor wrote her the following letter:
I think you might come over soon now for operation – if you could afford to go into a
private hospital for three weeks I would operate on you for nothing as then I should have
you entirely under my own care, because I don't want any mishap as we had last time owing
to your bowels – if I am entirely responsible for you I shall not neglect anything as I am
afraid I did last time in allowing your bowels to become so constipated however we can
see when you come over.31
Apparently Harry could not afford the luxury of a private hospital and Maria died in the Public
Hospital at East Melbourne on 12 June 1890. Cause of death was given as hydatid of liver and
exhaustion. She was 25 years old. The death certificate states she had been in Victoria three years.
Parentage and marital status were stated as unknown and no mention of Harry is made, but the
certificate of right of burial is made out to him and his address was given as Franklin Street, North
Melbourne.
Harry never remarried and although the children remained with their Sturzaker grandparents he
did not desert them. He remembered his dear wife on the first anniversary of her death with the
following verse:
Weep not for her! She is an angel now,
And treads the sapphire floors of Paradise,
All darkness wiped from her refulgent brow
Sin, suffering, sorrow, banished from her eyes
Victorious over death, to her appears,
The vista'd joys of Heaven's eternal years – Weep not for her! 32
Harry returned to Tasmania. Possibly the loss of Maria overwhelmed him for a long time for he
attempted to commit suicide by throwing himself in the Mersey River on 3 January 1895. He was
rescued, and brought before the Bench two days later. He pleaded guilty to the charge and was
'ordered to enter into his own recognisance of £5 to be of good behaviour for 12 months.' 33
At this time Harry was working for John Trestrail of North Melbourne, travelling the country with
his horses. Replying to his letter in which he must have mentioned the suicide attempt, Mrs
Trestrail entreated him to:
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Undated letter written by Maria Howman to an aunt in Tasmania c1890.
Letter written by Dr Fred Bird, 33 Collins St., Melbourne 9 April 1890.
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Daily Telegraph: 12 June 1891 pg 2 c2.
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AOT: POL 148/1 Register of persons who have been convicted by Magistrates 1892-1905 pg 34.
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recognise a merciful providence over you Harry. Oh what would have become of your soul
had you perished in that way and your dear children how terrible surely it is not so black
as it looks Harry.
John Trestrail had work for Harry travelling to and from Western Australia but whether he took it
up is not known.34
According to family legend Flora Louisa, the eldest child, who was usually known as Lou, was
'rolled in gold sovereigns' by her great aunt Emily Button when she was christened, 'so that she
would never want'.35 Sadly this delightful old custom proved ineffectual. She was enrolled at the
Ulverstone School on 17 January 1890 aged five years and ten months. Unfortunately the next
register is missing and the extent of her education is not known. Before and after her marriage she
was a dressmaker.36

Maria Louisa Sturzaker with her husband Harry Howman and children Flora Louisa and
Melville Hardie Howman, ca 1890. Photo: Australian Fine Arts Company
She was married at the residence of the Reverend William Henry Walton of Wivenhoe on 7 March
1901 to her second cousin Charles Newberry Fogg (the illegitimate son of Charles Newberry Fogg
and Mary Jane Manson). She was sixteen and he was nineteen. They both lived at Stowport at the
34

Trestrail Letters 1894-1896.
Hearsay: Late Joy Pearce.
36
Hearsay: Late Marie Brown and late Allen Anderson.
35

time but prior to this Flora (and her brother Melville) lived at Sprent with her Sturzaker
grandparents. Her aunt Harriet Whiterod was one of the witnesses.
The first years of her married life were spent at Latrobe and all six of her children were born there.
They lived near the top end of Gi1bert Street (Earl Town) opposite the show ground.
Known to one and all as Anderson the children were however registered under the name of Fogg,
but the name was only used on 'official' occasions.37
In 1921 Lou's father ceased to draw his pension from Ulverstone, the transfer to Latrobe being
made on 24 February 1921.38 He died a month later on 29 March 1921 of heart disease, aged 67.
He was living with his daughter and son-in-law at the time.
The family later moved to a farm at Nietta.
Melville Hardie (or Hardy) Howman, only surviving son of Harry and Maria Howman, was twenty
nine when he married Dorothy Mary Jeffrey of Yolla (and Barrington) at St George's Church of
England in Burnie on 3 July 1917. Dorothy died of cancer and Melville later remarried, his second
wife being Freda Anderson. In all, he had a family of seven children: four sons and three daughters.
He died at Wynyard on 23 February 1966, aged 78 years.

37

Mary Jane Manson later married Edward Robert Anderson and her illegitimate son Charles was known by his
step-father's name, hence the alias Anderson.
38
Pension Certificate Card 212758 Harry Howman 5 June 1919–10 March 1921.

HARRIET ELIZA STURZAKER, Granddaughter
Birth:
Baptism:
Death:
Burial:
Occupation:
Residence:
Father:
Mother:

17 Jun 1866
Place: River Leven
10 Jun 1866
Place: Port Sorell Parish, C.E.
22 Jul 1954
Place: 47 Cunningham Street, Burnie Age: 88
23 Jul 1954
Place: Wivenhoe Cemetery
Carpenter's Daughter; Home Duties (1953)
Ulverstone; Ridgley; South Burnie (1953)
JOHN STURZAKER (1842-1928)
FRANCES McDONALD (1844-1916)

Informant of birth was father, John Sturzaker, farmer, River Leven. [RGD 1249]
Date of birth given as 17 May 1866 on Baptism. [C.E.]
Witnesses to marriage were Elizabeth Burt and John Eaton. [RGD 1066 and Methodist Marriage Register
entry no. 30] See Advocate Tuesday 11 May 1943 for 60th wedding anniversary.
For burial see C.E. Emu Bay 1430. See Advocate for death and funeral notice 23 July 1954.
Spouse:
Birth:
Death:
Burial:
Occupation:
Father:
Mother:
Marriage:

WILLIAM WHITEROAD
13 Feb 1863
Place: River Don? Port Sorell District
8 Sep 1957
Place: 47 Cunningham Street, Burnie Age: 94
9 Sep 1957
Place: Wivenhoe Cemetery
Labourer; Carpenter (1883) Farmer (1906 1908 1926)
BENJAMIN WHITEROD (1826-1870)
ELIZABETH [Betsy] WARD (~1828-1883)
10 May 1883
Place: Wesleyan Church, River Leven, by Lic.

1890-91 William Whiterod (sic), Ulverstone, Free Holder, House and Land, Ulverstone. [ER]
For burial see C.E. Emu Bay 1461. See Advocate 9 September 1957 for death and funeral notice.
Children:

FLORA MARIA (1884-1966)
ELLA FRANCES (1886-1947)
LESLIE WILLIAM ROY
[Roy] (1889-1976)
ADA BLANCHE (1891-1966)
OLIVER GORDON (1893-1968)
OLIVE RAY [or Rae] [Olly]
(1899-1984)
COLIN JOHN (1906-1997)

Roy (1889-1976), Ada (18911966) and Gordon (1893-1968)
Whiteroad.
Photo: Tasma Studio, Burnie.

H

arriet Eliza Sturzaker, the third child of John and Frances, was born 17 June 1866 at
River Leven. In 1875, at the age of eight years, she was enrolled at the Ulverstone State
School, but left for Castra the next year.39
She was married to William Whiterod (brother of her sister-in-law, Mary Ann Sturzaker)
in the Methodist church at Ulverstone in May 1883, the same day as her sister Maria married Harry
Howman. Her husband William, a carpenter, was born at River Don, and when a year old his
parents moved to Ulverstone. At the age of nine he had to go out to work to help his mother support
the family when his father was stricken with ill-health.40
William and Harriet celebrated their 70th wedding anniversary in 1953 and the following item
appeared in the Advocate newspaper:
Mr and Mrs William Whiteroad of Cunningham Street, South Burnie, on Sunday celebrated
the seventieth anniversary of their marriage with a family gathering at which five
generations were represented. Mr Whiteroad, is aged ninety years and Mrs Whiteroad is
eighty eight. Both enjoy good health. Mr Whiteroad is a son of the late Mr and Mrs
Benjamin Whiteroad of Ulverstone, and his wife is the second daughter of the late Mr and
Mrs John Sturzaker of Stowport. Their wedding was the first to be celebrated in the
Wesleyan Church, Ulverstone, and was performed by Reverend Robert W. Thompson on
May 10, 1883. The couple were engaged in farming at Upper Castra, Ulverstone, and
Ridgley at various times and returned to Burnie twenty one years ago.
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Ulverstone State School Admission Register: Entry No. 147.
Advocate: Tuesday 11 May 1943 pg 2.

70th Wedding Anniversary celebrations.
Mr Whiteroad was also a competent builder, and erected many of the homesteads in the
Ridgley district. He was for many years employed as an overseer for the P.W.D. and acted
as foreman during the building of the railway bridge over the Emu River which still stands.
The house in which they now live was built by Mr Whiteroad himself when he was aged
eighty four. Mr Whiteroad's parents arrived in Launceston from Norfolk, England, on April
2, 1855 in the sailing ship Whirlwind. Mr and Mrs Whiteroad has a family of seven, of
whom all but one are living. They are Messrs Roy and Colin (West Ridgley) Ada (Mrs L.
Smith) Gordon (Melbourne) Olive (Mrs S. McNab, Ridgley) Flora (Mrs W. Hills, Upper
Burnie) Ella is deceased…There are thirty five grand children, sixty two great grandchildren, and three great grandchildren.41
Their 71st wedding anniversary42 was to be their last:
"I drove the piles for the railway bridge across the Emu River," he said yesterday. On his
84th birthday he commenced to build his six-roomed weatherboard house at South Burnie,
which took him three years to complete. It was the fifth he had built for himself on the
North-West Coast. Others were built at Ulverstone, Castra, West Mooreville and West
Ridgley. Despite his 91 years he is remarkably active, and has retained all his faculties,
but Mrs. Whiteroad has been an invalid for the past 18 months.
Harriet died at Burnie in 1954 and William died in 1957.
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EMMA DELIA STURZAKER, Granddaughter
Birth:
Baptism:
Death:
Burial:
Occupation:
Residence:
Residence:
Father:
Mother:

28 Dec 1867
Place: River Gawler
19 Jan 1868
Place: Holy Trinity C.E., Ulverstone
9 Jul 1945
Place: Hospital, Ulverstone Age: 77
10 Jul 1945
Place: Ulverstone Cemetery, R.C. [Headstone]
Housekeeper (1883) Domestic Duties (1912)
Sprent (1912)
15 Quadrant, Ulverstone (1945)
JOHN STURZAKER (1842-1928)
FRANCES McDONALD (1844-1916)

Informant of birth was father, John Sturzaker, farmer, River Gawler. [RGD 1257] Birth date given as 18
December 1867 on baptism. [C.E.] Witnesses to marriage were George McDonald and Alice Wilson. Age
given as 17 years. [RGD 989] Emma Biddle, 70, Dr Ferris. Hemiplegia left side. Conscious on admission.
Comatose through the night. Respiration ceased 1.30 p.m. People notified but not present. 9 July 1945.
[HSD 370/3 Ulverstone District Hospital General Case Book 8 March 1944 - 8 October 1946 Case 3758
p262] Died suddenly. Cause of death was arteriosclerosis and apoplexy. Dr F.S. Ferris. Informant of death
was J.C. Harman, Undertaker, Ulverstone. Age at death given as 77 years. Birthplace Gawler. Married at
age of 15. Eight children - 4 males and 2 females living, and 1 male and 1 female deceased. [RGD 443]
See Advocate 10 July 1945 for death and funeral notice.
Spouse:
Birth:
Baptism:
Death:
Burial:
Occupation:
Builder
Father:
Mother:
Marriage:

THOMAS ISAAC BIDDLE
1 Aug 1860
Place: Cluan [or Summerville]
31 Jan 1861
Place: Westbury, Catholic
12 Jun 1943
Place: 15 Quadrant, Ulverstone Age: 82
13 Jun 1943
Place: Ulverstone Cemetery, R.C. [Headstone]
Splitter (1883) Labourer; Farmer (1912) Carpenter (1913) Contractor; Bridge
HENRY BIDDLE (ca1805-1889)
CATHERINE MARIA GETTINS [or GETTONS] (ca1825-1889)
10 Sep 1883
Place: Wesleyan Parsonage, Latrobe

Birth not registered. See Baptism as Thomas Isaack [sic] Biddle, son of Henry Biddle and Catherine olim
Gittins, Summerville. [Sponsor Bridget O'Donnelly. Westbury Catholic Church 1861 entry No. 4]
1899 Castra, Wages. [Electoral Roll]
Children:

HENRY LESLIE [Harry] (1884-1966)
JAMES NORMAN [Jim] (1886-1976)
PHILLIP GORDON (1888-1933)
THOMAS ALAN [VICTOR ALLEN] (1890-1976)
DORIS FRANCES (1892-1935)
COLIN CAMPBELL (1894-1958)
MABEL MAY (1896-1946)
MARIA LOUISA (1898-1970)

E

mma Delia Sturzaker, the fourth child, was born at River Leven on 28 December 1867,
when her father was still farming. She married Thomas Isaac Biddle in the Wesleyan
Parsonage at Latrobe in September 1883. On her marriage her occupation was given as
housekeeper. Thomas was the eldest son of the second marriage of Henry Biddle to
Catherine Gettins (or Gettons), and was born at Cluan in 1860.
After his marriage he followed many kinds of work such as paling splitting and road work and
bridge building. As a Government foreman under Inspector P. Doyle he was described as a past
master at his work.43
There were eight children of the marriage.
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Somehow Emma and Isaac came to celebrate their Diamond Wedding anniversary a year early: 44
On Friday evening over 50 guests assembled at the Parish Hall, Ulverstone, at the
invitation of Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Biddle, 15 Quadrant, Ulverstone, to celebrate their
diamond wedding. Mr. and Mrs. Biddle, who were married 60 years ago at Latrobe, have
spent all their lives in the Leven Municipality, having moved to Ulverstone from Sprent
some 20 years ago. The Deputy Warden (Cr. J.F. Wright was chairman, and referred to
Mr. and Mrs. Biddle's kindly and sympathetic understanding of the young people around
them, and said they were ever ready to extend a helping hand. Seated in easy chairs, the
fine old couple received the congratulations of all present. Mrs. Biddle's floral touch was
a shoulder spray of lovely hothouse orchids, while her husband favored a buttonhole of
bridal orange blossom. Numerous congratulatory telegrams were read by the chairman.
The hall was tastefully decorated in violet and gold tonings, and spring flowers of the same
rich colours were used by Mrs. T. Hancox and Miss R. Miles to deck the festive table. The
central feature was a diamond-shaped cake of three tiers, made by the hostess' sister, Mrs.
C. Jacklyn, of Ulverstone, and decorated by Nolan's Bakery. The handsome cake was a gift
from a granddaughter, Mrs. Lindsay Dew, of Coburg (Victoria), who crossed by 'plane to
attend the celebration. Other members of the family present were Mesdames C.
MacPherson and M. Ruffin, Launceston, daughters; and Messrs. Harry, Jim and Colin
Biddle (Ulverstone), sons. Another son, Mr. Tom Biddle, a member of the Police Force,
Launceston, was unable to be present.
The family presented their parents with a roll of bank notes. Miss Joan MacPherson
(Launceston), a granddaughter, wearing full Highland costume "from feathered cap to
buckled shoes," delighted the company by dancing several Scottish items, including the
Sword Dance, for which she used the sword carried through the 1914-18 war by her late
uncle, Major H.A. MacPherson. Dressed as an Irish colleen, she later danced the Irish jig.
Music for dancing was played by Mrs. Joe Britton (a granddaughter) and Mr. J. Nothrop.
Thomas died of diabetes on 12 June 1943, a few months short of their diamond wedding
anniversary, and Emma died 9 July 1945 aged 77 years. They are buried, together with Thomas's
parents and his brother Frederick, in the Catholic Cemetery at Ulverstone.
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Postcard
from
Thomas
Biddle to his father-in-law,
John Sturzaker.
Top left hand corner: “Wishing
you all a Merry Xmas How is
Ethel and May Write and you
let us know.”
Possibly an inquiry about the
expected births of May &
Ethel's babies. Perc & Ethel's
daughter Amy Ethel was born
20 November 1909; (Florence)
May and William Standing's
daughter Jessie Frances was
born 8 January 1910.

HENRY THOMAS [Dick] STURZAKER, Grandson
Birth:
Baptism:
Death:
Burial:
Occupation:
Residence:
Residence:
Father:
Mother:

7 Aug 1869
Place: Ulverstone
5 Sep 1869
Place: Holy Trinity C.E., Ulverstone
18 Aug 1956
Place: Residence Mrs E. Bowden (niece), Stowport Age: 87
20 Aug 1956
Place: Wivenhoe, Cemetery
Farmer (1892 1908) Labourer (1893)
Sprent; Stowport
Upper Castra (1908)
JOHN STURZAKER (1842-1928)
FRANCES McDONALD (1844-1916)

Informant of birth was father, John Sturzaker, barman, Ulverstone. [RGD 1316]
Witnesses to marriage were William Jacklin and H. Whiterood [sic]. Henry 22 years Annie 31 years at
time of marriage. [RGD 935]
Name given as William Henry on birth of son, John. [Informant was mother-in-law.]
Only had one arm due to a shooting accident. "Only thing he couldn't do was peg a rabbit skin". [May
Leary]
See North West Post Wednesday 25 March 1908 for details of court case involving Henry Sturzaker and
William Wright over a charge of maliciously and unlawfully wounding one cow and one heifer at Upper
Castra on 19 March, the property of Henry Sturzaker. Farmer. Upper Castra. Lived on 34-acre farm, the
frontage of which was fenced with logs and blackberries and the remainder with spars and posts and rails.
Mrs Sturzaker witnessed the incident of the shooting of the cow and heifer when she was looking for her
cows. Case to be heard Launceston Supreme Court.
For death and funeral notice see Advocate 20 August 1956.
Spouse:
Birth:
Baptism:
Death:
Burial:
Occupation:
Father:
Mother:
Marriage:

ANNIE JACKLIN
29 Jan 1861
Place: Somercotes, Campbell Town
27 Feb 1861
Place: Campbell Town, Methodist
20 Oct 1941
Place: General Hospital, Ulverstone Age: 80
21 Oct 1941
Place: Sprent, Methodist Cemetery [No headstone]
Home Duties/Spinster (1892)
WILLIAM MILES JACKLIN (1829-1909)
SUSANANNA HOUGHTBY (~18.. -1914)
11 May 1892
Place: Little Carlton, Sprent, C.E., by Lic.

Children:

ERIC JOHN [Jack] (1893-1966)
EDWIN THOMAS (Died as a child) (1894-1905)

H

enry Thomas Sturzaker was born 7 August 1869 when his father was working as a
barman at Ulverstone. For some illogical reason Henry was known as 'Dick'.
Henry also went to the Ulverstone School but was removed in May 1876 to go to Castra.
He married Annie Jacklin at Little Carlton (the Jacklin's farm) Sprent on 11 May 1892.
His wife was a daughter of William and Sarah Jacklin who immigrated to Tasmania in 1860. She
was born at Somercotes, Ross in 1861.
Their first child John was born in 1893. He went to New Zealand but later returned to Tasmania.
Their second son Edwin Thomas died at Upper Castra in 1905 when he was ten years old.

Henry Sturzaker and William Wright went to court in March 1908 over a charge of maliciously
and unlawfully wounding one cow and one heifer at Upper Castra on 19 March, the property of
Henry Sturzaker. From the evidence given at the hearing we learn that they lived on a 34-acre
farm, the frontage of which was fenced with logs and blackberries and the remainder with spars
and posts and rails.45 Mrs Sturzaker witnessed the incident of the shooting of the cow and heifer
when she was looking for her cows.
Henry lost an arm in a shooting accident. This accident is reputed to have happened on a Good
Friday (although the story below may refute that) and his niece Flora Anderson who was a devout
Christian always held him up as an example to her children: 'Look what happened to your Uncle
Dick', she would say whenever she wished to emphasise a point.46
Our Leven correspondent, under date May 20th, says:—"I am sorry to say that a very
severe accident happened to a young fellow named Sturzaker, aged sixteen, the other day.
It appears he was out shooting on the plains at the back of Castra with a number of others,
when it was proposed, while they were resting with their pieces spread out on the ground,
to shoot at a cap. Sturzaker drew his gun towards him by the muzzle, in doing which either
the trigger or hammer came in contact with some impediment that caused the firearm to
go off and lodge its contents in the owner's right arm, completely shattering it. It is believed
that had not his arm received the whole of the charge, a young fellow named Manson, who
was sitting close by, would have been shot dead. Manson bound up the mutilated arm of
his friend as well as he was able, and then carried him on his back for several miles to the
residence of Colonel Crawford. Afterwards he was conveyed to the Leven, when it was
found necessary to amputate the arm above the elbow. The operation was performed by
Drs. M'Call and Dundas, and the patient is doing as well as can be hoped under the
circumstances.47
Dick was to be admired for overcoming this handicap. It would seem the only thing he couldn't do
was 'peg a rabbit skin'.48
Porter’s Brass Band held a benefit concert of sacred music for Henry and his family on the beach
at Ulverstone on Sunday 16 August 1896. According to the North West Post:
Mr Sturzaker some time ago lost an arm, and has been in the Launceston Hospital for some
time with lung disease. The day was beautifully fine, and so a large number of people were
present, when a good programme was rendered. The collection amounted to 25s.49
This item from the Advocate would refer to Dick, although he is referred to as Ted Sturzaker:
In the early carnivals the paling splitting contests were a feature. Fred. Williams, Dave
Manson and Chas. Smedley (Vic.) being the early champions. At the 1898 meeting Ted
Sturzaker, from Castra, who had lost his right arm, gave an exhibition of one-handed
paling splitting. He clipped off 50 in 18½ minutes.50
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Annie died at Ulverstone on 20 October 1941 and is buried in an unmarked grave in the old
Methodist churchyard at Sprent. She had been sent in to the hospital by Dr Ferris suffering from
pleurisy.51
In his old age Dick was cared for by his niece Ettie Bowden at Stowport and died in 1956.52 He is
buried in the Wivenhoe Cemetery.

WALTER STURZAKER, Grandson
Birth:
Baptism:
Death:
Burial:
Occupation:
Residence:
Father:
Mother:

12 Dec 1871
Place: Ulverstone
4 Jan 1872
Place: Forth & Leven C.E.
22 Jan 1951
Place: Royal Hobart Hospital, Hobart Age: 79
24 Jan 1951
Place: Cornelian Bay Cemetery, Hobart
Farmer (1895 1901 1905 1912) Labourer (1909 1911) Govt Insp. of Roads
Castra (1899) Stowport (1901 1905 1909 1911 1912)
Deloraine (1915) Kingston (1941)
JOHN STURZAKER (1842-1928)
FRANCES McDONALD (1844-1916)

Informant of birth was father, John Sturzaker, innkeeper, Ulverstone [RGD 1266/72]
Witnesses to marriage were George Best and Jane Best. [RGD 86]
1899 Leasehold land, Castra, Equitable Building Society. [ER]
For golden wedding and photograph see Examiner 10/15 December 1945.
For photo see Weekly Courier 18 November 1920 p20 ph3- Conference of Road Inspectors and Officers
of the Department of Public Works. No. 5 standing l-r W. Sturzaker.
For death and funeral notice see Mercury 24 January 1951 p19.
Spouse:
Birth:
Death:
Burial:
Occupation:
Father:
Mother:
Marriage:
Children:
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MARION BEST
7 Jun 1875
30 Jun 1956

Place: Westbury
Place: Residence of daughter, 21 Burnett Street,
New Norfolk Age: 81
2 Jul 1956
Place: Cornelian Bay Cemetery, Hobart
Domestic Duties (1912)
GEORGE BEST
ESTHER LAWSON
4 Dec 1895
Place: Residence of Mr George Best, Stowport, C.E., by Lic.
GEORGE JOHN [Guy] (1896-1980)
ESTHER [Hettie] (1899-1991)
WALTER [Laddie] (1900-1978)
LAURA (1904-1941)
MAVIS (1909-2001)
JACK (1911-1986)
MADGE (1914-1986)
MARION [Minnie] (1917-2005)

AOT: HSD 370/2 Ulverstone District Hospital General Case Book 2 July 1938-2 February 1944.
Hearsay: Late May Leary.

W

alter, whose surname was spelt Sturzeker, was born on 12 December 1871 at
Ulverstone. At the time of his father's death he was living at Deloraine. He was a road
inspector for the Public Works Department.
He married Marion (Minnie) Best at Stowport on 4 December 1895, and their first
child, George John, was born at Castra on 3 September 1896. From the following we learn a little
about their married life:
At the invitation of Mr. and Mrs. W. Sturzaker, of Emu Bay Road, Deloraine, relatives and
friends gathered at the Parish Hall, Deloraine, on Saturday evening for their golden
wedding celebrations. Mr. and Mrs. Sturzaker were married at Burnie by the late Rev.
Fielding on December 5, 1895. They resided at Deloraine for 20 years before moving to
Kingston Beach, where they lived until Mr. Sturzaker's retirement from the Public Works
Department in 1930. Mr. Sturzaker was employed as a road inspector by the P.W.D. They
resumed residence at Deloraine about four years ago. Mr. and Mrs. Sturzaker maintain an
active interest in current affairs, and Mr. Sturzaker is a member of the Deloraine Council.
They have three sons - Messrs Guy (Launceston), Walter (Stowport) and Jack Sturzaker
(Gretna). Both Messrs. J. and W. Sturzaker saw service with the 2nd A.I.F. abroad. There
are four daughters – Mesdames E. Bowden (Deloraine), C. Dangerfield (Launceston). M.
Bowman (Hobart), E. Davis (Deloraine). There are 13 grandchildren. The evening was
spent in cards, dancing and singing. The guests were entertained to supper in the anteroom of the Town Hall, where Mr. A.R. Beercroft proposed the toast to Mr. and Mrs.
Sturzaker.53
Walter died in Hobart five years later:
The death occurred at Hobart last night of Mr. Walter Sturzaker, formerly of Deloraine.
He was a road inspector in the Public Works Dept. for about 30 years. Mr. Sturzaker was
stationed in the Deloraine district for a considerable time, after which he went to the Huon,
where he lived for about nine years. After his retirement, Mr. Sturzaker returned to
Deloraine.54
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Advocate: Wednesday 12 December 1945 pg 7.
Advocate: 24 January 1951 pg 4.

FANNY SOPHIA STURZAKER, Granddaughter
Birth:
Baptism:
Death:
Burial:
Occupation:
Residence:
Residence:
Father:
Mother:

23 May 1874
Place: River Leven
16 Jun 1874
Place: Holy Trinity C.E., Ulverstone
18 May 1953
Place: Ulverstone, 13 Quadrant Age: 78
20 May 1953
Place: Wilmot, C.E. Cemetery [Headstone]
Home duties/Spinster (1891) Domestic Duties (1909 1912)
Castra (1891) Central Castra (1909) Gunn's Plains (1912)
13 Quadrant, Ulverstone (1953)
JOHN STURZAKER (1842-1928)
FRANCES McDONALD (1844-1916)

Informant of birth was father, John Sturzaker, Inn Keeper, River Leven. [RGD 1416]
"Had red hair but dyed it black. Good manager and worker but seemed off-handed to her great niece Marie
(Fogg) Anderson." [Marie (Anderson) Brown 22 February 1972]
Witnesses to marriage were M.M. Jacklin and Alexander Stewart. [RGD 948 and Methodist Marriage
Register] Living Lower Wilmot 17 June 1909. Living at The Anchorage, Gunn’s Plains 1910 1911.
Died at residence of her son-in-law, A.H. Knowles. See Advocate 19 May 1953 for death and funeral
notice. Cause of death was hemiplegia and cerebral hemorrhage.
Spouse:
Birth:
Baptism:
Death:
Burial:
Occupation:
Occupation:
Father:
Mother:
Marriage:

CHARLES JACKLIN
14 Dec 1864
Place: Somercotes, Campbell Town
1865
Place: Campbell Town, Methodist
16 May 1935
Place: Wilmot Age: 70
17 May 1935
Place: Wilmot, C.E. Cemetery [Headstone]
Labourer (1891 1896 1909) Farmer (1891) Overseer (1912)
Roadman (1933) Council employee
WILLIAM MILES JACKLIN (1829-1909)
SUSAN HOUGHTBY
11 Feb 1891
Place: House of Mr Sturzaker, Castra, Wesleyan

Also Jacklyn. Informant of birth was Wm. Valentine, surgeon, Campbell Town. Father was William
Jacklin, labourer, and mother was Susan Jacklin, formerly Houghtby. [RGD 143] Baptised between 27
November 1864 and 14 May 1865 (no date for entry No. 393 next entry dated 14 May 1865). Parents
William Miles and Sarah [sic] Jacklin, Labourer, Somercotes. [Methodist Baptism Register Campbell
Town Parish NS499/3147 entry No. 393] 1899 Freehold land, Castra Road. [ER]
Cause of death was carcinoma of stomach. [Burial Register]
For In Memoriam see Advocate 16 May 1936.
Children:

ALICE MAUD (1891-1971)
EDNA GRACE (1893-1977)
ELSIE ELIZA (1896-1967)
RUBY PEARL (1900-1987)
ERIC WILLIAM (1905-1982)
CHARLES NEWBURY 1908-1974)
CONSTANCE MAY (1912-2000)
ALVIE NARCON [Avis Noreen] (1917-)

F

anny Sophia Sturzaker the seventh child, was born at River Leven on 23 May 1874. She
went to school at Castra until she was nine years old and was then enrolled at Ulverstone
with her sister Jane in 1883.55
In February 1891 the red-haired Fanny married her sister-in-law's brother, Charles Jacklin,
at her father's house at Castra.
Her husband Charles Jacklin was born at Ross. He spent part of his life at Gunn’s Plains and Sprent
before moving to Wilmot around 1917. He was, for fifteen years, road overseer of the Wilmot
Ward of the Kentish Municipality. He died in May 1935. That he was well-liked and active in his
community is apparent by his obituary:
Striking evidence of the esteem in which the late Mr C. Jacklyn was held was given on
Saturday afternoon by the large number who attended his funeral in the Wilmot Cemetery.
The burial service was read by Mr R. Trebilco (Methodist Home Missionary). The pall
bearers were Crs R. Quaile and E. Lillico (representatives of the Kentish Council) and
Messrs A. Lovegrove & G. Riley. The carriers were W. Clark (Preston) & G.M. Connell
(sons-in-law), Cr A. Williams & Mr ? V. French. There were over 70 wreaths, which
included tributes from the Wilmot Methodist Sunday School and choir, Wilmot C.E.,
Wilmot Football & Badminton Clubs, and Bell-Road Cricket Club. Among the mourners
were Messrs W. Sturzaker (Kingston) & C. Sturzaker (Nietta) (Brothers-in-law) & Mrs H.
Sturzaker (Sprent) sister-in-law. The late Mr Jacklyn leaves a widow and a family of 2 sons
(Messrs E.J. & C.N. Jacklyn) and six daughters Mesdames G.M. Connell, W. Clark
(Preston), E.G. Wing & Rosier (Auckland, N.Z.) & Misses C. & A. Jacklyn. Mr Jacklyn
was born at Ross, and spent part of his life at Gunn's Plains & Sprent. He and his family
moved to Wilmot about 18 years ago. For the past 15 years he had been road overseer of
the Wilmot ward for the Kentish Council in which position he gave most conscientious
service. As a special mark of respect, the football and rifle clubs postponed the matches
which were to have been held on Saturday, and the football social, which was to have been
held on Saturday evening, was also postponed.56
Fanny died in Ulverstone in 1953.
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Ulverstone State School Admission Register: Entries No 421 and 425.
Examiner: 22 May 1955 pg 5 c6.

EMILY JANE STURZAKER, Granddaughter
Birth:
Baptism:
Death:
Burial:
Occupation:
Residence:
Father:
Mother:

15 Aug 1877
Place: Castra Road
4 Oct 1877
Place: Forth & Leven C.E.
15 May 1951
Place: Residence, Stowport Age: 73
17 May 1951
Place: Wivenhoe Cemetery [Headstone]
Resides with parents (1896)
Castra Road; Upper Castra (1896) Stowport (1951) Burnie.
JOHN STURZAKER (1842-1928)
FRANCES McDONALD (1844-1916)

Informant of birth was John Sturzaker, father, Castra Road. [RGD 1821]
Privately baptised 4 October and publicly baptised 18 November 1877. [C.E.]
Witnesses to marriage were Amy Frances Warden, [cousin], spinster, Sprent, and John Sturzaker, farmer,
Upper Castra. [C.E. 182 and RGD 871]
Cause of death was cachexia and carcinoma of stomach. Dr I.R. Pearson. Informant of death was K.R.
Vincent, Undertaker, Burnie. [RGD 68] For burial see C.E. Emu Bay Burial Register entry No. 1353. See
Advocate 16 May 1951 for death and funeral notice.
Funeral from St George's C.E., Burnie.
Spouse:
Birth:
Baptism:
Death:
Burial:
Occupation:
Father:
Mother:
Marriage:
Children:

EDWIN CHARLES McDONALD, Grandson
9 Jan 1872
Place: River Leven
29 Mar 1872
Place: Forth & Leven C.E.
27 Feb 1958
Place: Argyle Street, Upper Burnie Age: 86
28 Feb 1958
Place: Wivenhoe Cemetery [Headstone]
Farmer (1896 1901 1904) Labourer 1908 1910) Carter (1921)
Mail Contractor (1953) Motor Proprietor 1929.
THOMAS McDONALD (1842-1907)
PRISCILLA FARMAN (1845-1887)
22 Jan 1896
Place: Upper Castra, C.E., by Lic
FREDERICK ARTHUR (1897-1980 )
STELLA LOUISA (1900-1983)
COLIN CAMPBELL [Col] (1904-95)
JEAN FRANCES (1907-)
MOLLY (1910-1969)

Informant of birth was Thos. McDonald, Farmer, River Leven.
[RGD 1285]
Witnesses to marriage were May Isabel Purton and Eric
Purton. [C.E.]
Died Argyle Street, Upper Burnie. See Advocate 28 February
1958 for death notice.
Went to New Zealand with his brother Thomas and returned
about the time Thomas joined the army.
1899 Land, Sprent, Leasehold M. Bishop, Sprent. [ER]
For burial see C.E. Emu Bay 1454. Date given as
1 March 1958.

Photo: Stella Louisa Purton

HERBERT McDONALD STURZAKER, Grandson
Birth:
Baptism:
Death:
Occupation:
Residence:
Father:
Mother:

28 Jul 1879
Place: Castra Road
10 Oct 1879
Place: Holy Trinity C.E., Ulverstone
10 Sep 1930
Place: Murchison & Mackintosh Rivers Age: 51
Farmer (1903 1908) Labourer (1900 1912 1927)
Castra Rd; Upper Castra (1900) Stowport (1903 1908 1912)
JOHN STURZAKER (1842-1928)
FRANCES McDONALD (1844-1916)

Informant of birth was father, John Sturzaker, carpenter, Castra Road. Mother was Frances Sturzaker,
formerly McDonald. [RGD 2508] Witnesses to marriage were John Joseph Shaw and Linda Jane Shaw of
Upper Castra. Birth place given as Sprent. [C.E. 23] 'Lived Stowport then on West Coast. Adopted a child.'
[May Leary]
See Advocate 12 September 1930 for death and 10 September 1934 and 10 September 1936 for In
Memoriam.
Spouse:
Birth:
Death:
Burial:
Occupation:
Father:
Mother:
Marriage:

ALICE LOUISA SMITH
1880
Place: Deal, Kent, England
15 Jan 1937
Place: Devon Hospital, Latrobe Age: 56
17 Jan 1937
Place: Ulverstone, Cemetery [C.E.] [Headstone]
Spinster (1900) Domestic Duties (1912)
JAMES SMITH
SARAH BELSEY
15 Oct 1900
Place: St Andrew's Church, Sprent, C.E., by Lic.

See Advocate 16 January 1937 for death notice and 19 January 1937 for obituary.
See Advocate 15 January 1941 for I.M. notice. Age at death given as 57 years. [H/Stone]
Children:

NELLIE LOUISA (1902-1967)
LEONARD [Len] (1904-)
JOHN (Died as an infant) (1906-1906)
VICTOR (1908-1979)
GLADYS (1909-1996)
EILEEN MAY (1924-)
FREDERICK ?
GEORGE ?

H

erbert McDonald Sturzaker was born 28 July 1879 at Castra Road.
He married an English girl, Alice Louisa Smith, and had a family of two sons and two
daughters. Two other children may have been adopted.57 They lived at Stowport and later
on the West Coast where Herbert lost his life.
He was making the river crossing at the junction with the Pieman River of the Macintosh and
Murchison Rivers with Gordon Eustace when the cage capsized and both men were lost without
trace:58
A fatal accident occurred on Wednesday when Herbert Sturzaker (54) [sic] and Gordon
Eustace (34), lost their lives through drowning, when the cage in which they were crossing
the Pieman River, near Tullah, capsized. The cage was filled with sleepers, and the empty
cage crossing in the opposite direction fouled when passing them. They were thrown into
the river. Owing to the heavy rains the river was at its highest for some time and the search
for the bodies up till Friday had been unsuccessful. Sergeant Summers, of Zeehan, and
Constable Jones, of Rosebery, are in charge of searching operations, and with a large body
of men are doing their utmost to recover the bodies...
Herbert had only been at Rosebery for a few days. He left a widow and grown-up family of three.59
...Constable Jones, of Rosebery, spent all day with a big party of men, including many
miners from the North Mt. Farrell mine, searching the river. Both sides of the river were
traversed from Tullah right down to the Pieman River bridge in the search for the bodies,
while at one spot dragging operations were carried out, but without success, and when the
search ceased last night no sign of the bodies had been seen.60
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Hearsay: Mrs P. Wilson, Colac, Victoria 9 February 1982.
Advocate: 12 September 1930 pg 6 and Weekly Courier 17 September 1930.
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Advocate: 11 September 1930 pg 4.
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PERCY CLAUD STURZAKER, Grandson
Birth:
Baptism:

31 Oct 1881, Castra Road
01 Oct 1882, Holy Trinity Church,
Ulverstone (C.E.)
Death:
26 Jan 1970, Launceston, age 88
Burial:
29 Jan 1970, Carr Villa Cemetery,
Launceston
Occupation: Farmer; Labourer
Residence:
Stowport; Launceston
Father:
JOHN STURZAKER
Mother:
FRANCES McDONALD
Informant of birth was George McDonald, cousin, Castra
Road. [RGD 2291]
"Sprent. Mr Percy Sturzaker, of Stowport, who is
engaged breaking in young horses for Mr A.M.
Crawford, of Central Castra, informs the writer that
during one day recently he caught and handled eight
young horses and backed five of them within 11 hours.
Mr Crawford commends Mr Sturzaker for his smart
work." [Advocate Saturday 31 March 1906]
Witnesses to marriage were Walter Sturzaker, Stowport,
and Hilda Keats, Hobart. [CE 101] 'At St George's
Church, Burnie last evening, Rev. J. Tryon Wilson united
in matrimony Mr Percy Claude Sturzaker, son of Mr J. Sturzaker, Stowport, and Miss Ethel Keats, daughter
of Mr J.B. Keats of Hobart. Mr Walter Sturzaker acted as best man and Miss Hilda Keats as bridesmaid.
The bride who looked very pretty was given away by her mother. After the ceremony the party was driven
to the home of the bridegroom where a social evening was spent. A fine lot of presents were received.'
[Advocate 4 July 1907] He loved repairing watches and clocks, and always wore a fob watch. [Lesley
McCoull] For photo see Advocate 2 January 1964 p 13.- Oldest surviving Burnie Gift Winner. See
Examiner 9 February 1970 p15 for obituary.
Spouse:
Birth:
Baptism:
Death:
Burial:

ETHEL MAUD KEATS
01 Aug 1884, Hobart
02 Nov 1884, St Mary’s Cathedral, Hobart, R.C.
16 Feb 1982, 22 Russell Street, Invermay, Tasmania, age 97
19 Feb 1982, Carr Villa Cemetery, Launceston

Occupation: School Teacher; Domestic Duties
Father:
Benjamin John Keats
Mother:
Ellen Charlotte Fitzgerald
Marriage:
03 July 1907, St George’s Church, Burnie (C.E.)
Informant of birth [as Ethel] was Benjamin John Keats, father, cabinet maker, 57 Campbell Street, Hobart.
Mother Ellen Charlotte, nee Fitzgerald. [RGD 2132]
For baptism see Catholic Baptism Register, St Mary's Cathedral, Hobart NS 1052/11 p 85 No. 1070.
Photo 2 Miss E. Keats, teacher, Central Castra School (McLaren Photo) Weekly Courier 10 Nov 1906 p24.
Transferred to St Patrick's Head, East Coast. [Weekly Courier 29 December 1906 p33 c2]
Missioner of the Anglican Church of the Holy Family in Inveresk. Awarded M.B.E. January 1966.
[Mercury 1 January 1966]
Children:

MERVYN BENJAMIN (1908-1999)
AMY ETHEL (1909-1993 )
MONA EILEEN (1911- 1996)

FLORENCE MAY STURZAKER, Granddaughter
Birth:
1 Jun 1884
Place: Castra Road
Baptism:
6 Jul 1884
Place: Holy Trinity C.E., Ulverstone
Death:
29 Jan 1976
Place: Langwarrin, Victoria Age: 91
Burial:
30 Jan 1976
Place: Methodist Cemetery, Preston, Victoria
Residence:
Stowport (1901 1912) Victoria, Aqueduct Road, Langwarrin (1976)
Occupation:
Spinster (1901) Domestic Duties (1912) Widow (1976)
Father:
JOHN STURZAKER (1842-1928)
Mother:
FRANCES McDONALD (1844-1916)
Also May Frances.
Informant of birth was mother, Frances Sturzaker, formerly McDonald, Castra Road. Father was John
Sturzaker, carpenter. [RGD 3218]
Witnesses to marriage were Percy and John Sturzaker, both of Stowport. [C.E. 56]
Had red hair. [May Leary]
Believed to have had an adopted daughter known as Bid. [Fred Howman and Tony McHugh 6/8/1999]
Daughter Mary, born ca 1930, and aged 46 in 1976 is listed on her death certificate. Is this Bid? Later Mrs
Marshall.
Cause of death was cerebro-vascular accident and heart failure. Dr R. Mecca. Informant of death was F.M.
Marr, Aqueduct Road, Langwarrin, daughter. Age given as 91 years. [VIC RGD 2812] No probate found
Probate Index Victoria.
Spouse:
WILLIAM STANDING
Birth:
ca 1878
Place: Dandenong, Victoria
Death:
9 Dec 1945
Place: 61 Church Street, Abbotsford, Victoria Age: 67
Burial:
10 Dec 1945
Place: Preston General Cemetery, Victoria
Residence:
Stowport (1901 1903 1905 1910 1912 1918) Victoria
Occupation:
Labourer (1901 1910 1912 1918) Farmer (1903 1905 1912)
Father:
THOMAS STANDING
Mother:
HANORAH JANE LEESON
Marriage:
3 Apr 1901
Place: St George's, Burnie, C.E.
For birth see VIC RGD 08349. Father a labourer. Son of Thomas Standing and Hanorah Jane, nee Leeson.
For death see VIC RGD Deaths Index No. 12581. Age given as 67 years. Parents Thomas Standing and
Norah Leeson.
"Death. Standing. On December 9 at Abbotsford (Victoria) William, loved husband of Frances May, late
of Stowport, Tasmania." [Advocate Monday 10 December 1945]
"Standing - On December 9 at his residence 61 Church-street Abbotsford, William, dearly loved husband
of May, loving father of Perc, Charles (dec.), Jessie, Frances, John, Colin and Mary. Aged 67 years. At
Rest." Other notices - Brother of Dora, Mrs MacPherson, Charlie, Elsie, Leslie, Lovey (Mrs Pavitt), Bert
(dec.), Lawrence, and Archie (dec.)... son Jos and Peg, Granddad of Leslie and Frances...Son Jack and
Edna, Granddad of June and Boyd...Son Mick and Doreen, Granddad of Mate, Pat, and Valerie.... Buried
Preston General Cemetery 10 December 1945. [The Age Monday 10 December 1945 p8 c1.]
Children:

ALBERT PERCIVAL [Jos] STANDING (1902-1979)
CHARLES LESLIE ELVIN STANDING (Not married) (1905-1923)
JESSIE FRANCES STANDING, (1910-1999)
FRANCES McDONALD [Fon] STANDING (Twin), (1912-1998)
JOHN STURZAKER [Jack] STANDING (Twin), (1912-1973)
COLIN MACPHERSON [?Mick] STANDING, (1915-2007)

F

lorence May was born l June 1884 at Castra Road, being younger by several months than
her niece (my grandmother) Flora Howman. Also red-haired, she was generally known as
May and was married to William Standing in 1901. She had seven children including one
set of twins.
Her second son, Charles, was drowned whilst swimming with a group of friends in the Emu River
near Stowport on 26 November 1923. This distressed May to such an extent that the family
removed to Victoria where William had been born.61 May died in Victoria in 1976.

The Standing family:
Back row: Standing, Charles Leslie, Albert Percival (seated), Jessie Frances (seated)
Front row: Standing, the twins, John Sturzaker Standing and Frances McDonald Standing.
Photo: Yeoman & Co., 257 Sydney Road, Brunswick. Dated 26 April 1914.
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Hearsay: Late May Leary.

